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The Early Life of Professor Elliott. By George C. Keidel, Ph. D., 
Washington, D. C. Privately Printed, pp. 10. 
Dr. Keidel in a paper read before the Rorrance Club of Johns-Hopkins 
University, and now published in pamphlet form, has told in a very 
interesting way of the early life of Prof. A. Marshall Elliott (Johns-Hop- 
kins 1876-191 0.) Prof. Elliott's life was not at all like that of the normal 
teacher. Not only were his student days in America and Europe much 
like those of the rambling rredieval scholar, but he had such experiences 
as being in Paris during the siege of 1870, and capture by Carlists in 
Spain. 

History of the Civil War 1861-1865. By James Ford Rhodes, LL. D., 
D . Litt., Author of The History of the United States from the Com- 
promise of 1850 to the Final Restoration of Hoire Rule in the 
South in 1877 [etc.], New York. The Macmillan Company, 1917, 
pp. 454, with the maps. 
Just at present very few people are interested in why the Civil War 
was fought; but vast numbers desire to know how it was fought, and of 
the effects of the war on the belligerents. To such this book is a boon. 
Dr. Rhodes has not merely used the material of his former great work, 
but has continued his researches. It is needless to tell American readers 
of his immense store of knowledge and of his method of imparting it. 
From end to end one can see earnest desire to be fair and impartial, and 
yet, fair as he is, we are still near enough to the great struggle for it to be 
evident that there are many instances in which a Southern writer 
with the same knowledge, and the same desire for equal justice, would 
have drawn different conclusions. 

A History of the United States Since the Civil War. By Ellis Paxson 
Cberholzer. In five volumes. Vol. I, 1865-1868. New York: 
The Macmillan Company 1917, pp. 578. 
With the exception of special students the present generation of 
Americans probably knows more about the Norman Conquest than it does 
of the years following the Civil War. Yet there is no history of more 
importance to us and none that w e should be more familiar with. Begin- 
ing with the Evacuation of Richmond and ending on the eve of Johnson's 
impeachment, this volume can be most highly commended. From cover 
to cover it contains a mass of information of absorbing interest. Po- 
litical, economic and social history is treated of at length with a pro- 
fusion of detail and clearness of statement which makes this momentous 
period pass vividly before the reader. 

History of the United States of America. By Henry William 
Elson, Ph. D. New York: The Macmillan Company 1917. 
pp. 950, XXXIX, with 34 maps. 
The author says in the preface "For many years I have contemplated 
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writing a History of the United States in a single volume, that should fall 
between the elaborate works, which are beyond the reach of most busy 
people, and the condensed school histories, which are emasculated of all 
literary style through the necessity of crowding so many facts into small 
space." In this well printed, and very conveniently arranged volume, 
the author has done his work exceedingly well. 

The Descendants of John Thomson, Pioneer, Scotch Covenantor. 
Genealogical Notes on all known Descendants, Covenantor, of 
Scotland, Ireland, and Pennsylvania, with such Biographical 
Sketches as Could be Obtained from Available Published Records 
or were supplied by the Friends of Those Individuals who were 
too Modest to Tell of their own Accomplishments. Compiled for 
the Cousins by Adams S. McAllister, New York, N. Y., 1917. 
Easton, Pa., The Chemical Publishing Company, Printers, pp. 365. 
A very carefully prepared, well printed and wellbound family history. 
Though originally settled in Pennsylvania this family has now de- 
scendants of many names throughout the country. 

The English Speaking Peoples, Their Future Relations and Inter- 
national Obligations. By George Louis Beer, Sometime Lec- 
turer in European History at Columbia University; Author of 
"The Old Colonial System 1669-1754," "British Colonial Policy 
1754-1765," etc. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1917, 
pp. 322. 
"The present world-war, both in its outbreak and in its devastating 
course, has forcibly driven into tne minds of most thinking men the firm 
conviction that tne existing system of international relations are out of 
harmony with the fundamental facts of modern life", are the opening 
words of this noteworthy book. How this harmony may be restored, 
at least among English speaking peoples, is the subject of a very thought- 
ful and scholarly study. The chapters treat of International Anarchy, 
Nationalism and Sovereignty, American Foreign Policy Before 1914, 
The Background of the War, America's Relation to the War, The Unity 
of English Speaking Peoples, Economic Interdependence, Community 
of Policy, and an Appendex of valuable notes. 

Essays on Transportation. A Commentary on the Political Frame- 
work within which the East Indian Trade has been Carried 
on from Very Early Times, Starting with Babylon and Ending 
very Near Babylon. By A. J. Morrison. Boston: Sherman, 
French & Company, 1917, pp. 177. 
Transportation is one of the most vital things in the world; but that a 

reader could find essays on it so engrossing that he could not put the 

book down until it was finished, was a new discovery to at least one reader. 

It is certain that not only one, but very many readers of Mr. Morrison's 



